
Reconnect.  
The last year was crazy. That’s the understatement of the century. And for a group that’s all about relationships—
your relationship with God, your relationships with one another, and with our awesome adults—the hurdles were 
relentless and plentiful. We all learned how difficult it is to be physically separated and keep those relationships 
going. We did what we could, but nothing is quite like laughing through a 4 hour van ride, singing your heart out in 
a packed worship service, or sweating alongside a friend as you serve someone in need.   

Well, it’s time to reconnect! There are still plenty of obstacles, and not just Covid. Social anxiety was real before the 
pandemic; now it’s amped up for many of us. It’s hard to commit to a trip with people you haven’t seen in a year. 
It’s hard to trust that those friendships are still real. It’s hard to be vulnerable again and let people see how you’ve 
somehow gotten even weirder during quarantine. And yet, we’re called to move forward. It’s time to trust that the 
love of Jesus that unites us is real and as strong as ever. It’s time to reconnect with God, one another, and the 
communities around us. Let’s go! 

A Covid Update 
Starting Sunday, June 20, we will no longer be requiring masks for youth group activities. If you want to continue 
to wear a mask, please do! If you are not vaccinated, then we strongly encourage you to keep wearing a mask. For 
trips or overnight events, proof of vaccination or a negative Covid test within 4 days of departure will be required. 
For some events (like service projects), wearing masks may be the best way to show love to others in the 
community, so in those cases, we will do so.  
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Summer Youth Events 
Love God. Love Others.



Weekly (-ish) Events 
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HOUSE PARTIES  

Each Sunday, a different youth family will host an event at their house, 4-6pm. One 
week it could be a fire pit & yard games, another week board games, another week 

backyard volleyball. Don’t worry, we’ll let you know who’s hosting and what the 
activity is closer to the day. Let me know if your family is interested in hosting! 

July 11  Aug 1  Aug 8   Aug 15

DONUT HOUR 
Sundays, 10am, HS Youth 

Suite 

Discuss the sermon, share 
prayer requests, & eat 

donuts every Sunday after 
Pathways!

SITCOMS ’N’ SUPPER 
Tuesdays, 6-7:30pm, HS Youth Suite 

We’ll eat pizza (bring $3), share about our week, then watch an 
episode of a TV show. We’ll then discuss what biblical themes 

and ideas are reflected (or challenged) in the episode. Episode 
suggestions welcome! First meeting is July 6. 

ORANGE UMC SUMMER 2021

All Events Are for 
Both MS & HS 

Students 
Rising 6th Graders are 

welcome! 

Online Sign-Ups 
Sign-ups for all special 

events are at 
orangemethodist.org/

youth 

Yup, we got a TikTok. 
Follow us 

@orangeumcyouth 

Important Fall 
Dates 

Aug 14: Volunteer 
Mega Meeting 

Aug 22: Bridges 
Orientation 

Sept 11: Youth Council 
Retreat 

Sept 12: Kick-off! 
Sept 17-19: MS Fall 

Retreat 
Sept 24-26: HS Fall 

Retreat 
Nov 12-14: Pilgrimage

http://orangemethodist.org/youth
http://orangemethodist.org/youth
http://orangemethodist.org/youth
http://orangemethodist.org/youth


Special Events
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Ice Cream Sundays June 27, July 25, Aug 22. An all-church event Sundays, 
2-4pm. We’ll have an ice cream food truck (with Maple View), lawn games, the 
playground, etc, to just relax and spend time as a family with your church 
family.  
  

Drive Shack Thursday, July 8, 10:15am-2:15pm. Cost $10, plus money for 
food. Registration Deadline: June 27. Think bowling, but with golf! No 
experience necessary…in fact, it’s almost more fun when you stink! 
  

 Camping at Jordan Lake July 29-30. Cost $20. Registration Deadline July 
11. We’ll meet at the church Thursday afternoon, set up camp, cook over the 
fire, and do all the other fun campy things! Friday morning, we’ll pack up and 
head to one of the beaches to swim, play games, and eat lunch before 
returning home before dinner. 

Service Lock-In  Aug 6-7. Free, but might ask for 
supply donations for projects. Registration Deadline 
Aug 1. We’ll serve a variety of local organizations and 
neighbors (Cooking for IFC, visiting nursing homes, 
Book Harvest, etc.) and spend the night at the church 
(you know that means GROG!).  

Paintball Wednesday, Aug 11, 1-5pm. Cost $50. 
Registration Deadline: Aug 1. We’ll meet at the church before heading over to Xtreme Park Adventures for 2 
hours of paintball. All equipment is included. Wear long-sleeves, long pants, and loose-fitting clothing (it cradles 
the paintballs…a little) you can run in. The paint does come out, but can leave a residue, so wear clothes you 
don’t mind getting dirty.  

Busch Gardens Aug 17-19. Cost $100 + 2 meals at the parks + 2 meals on the road. Registration Deadline: Aug 
1. We’ll head up to VA on Tuesday afternoon and stay the night at St. Luke’s UMC. Wednesday, we’ll go to Busch 
Gardens before returning to St. Luke’s that evening. Thursday, we’ll go to Water Country USA, and return home 
late that evening.
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